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April 2025 Area 24-District 11 News Issue #11

“Most of us sense that real tolerance of other people’s shortcomings and viewpoints and a respect
for their opinions are attitudes which make us more useful to others” (Alcoholics Anonymous,
1939, p. 30)

At the very outset we should like it made ever so clear that AA is a synthetic concept
- a synthetic gadget, as it were — drawing upon the resources of medicine, psychiatry,
religion and our own experience of drinking and recovery. You will search in vain
for a single new fundamental. (Bill W., 1944)

Personal glorification, overweening pride, consuming ambition, exhibitionism, intolerant
smugness, money or power madness, refusal to admit mistakes and learn from them, self-
satisfaction, lazy complacency—these and many more are the garden variety ills which so often
beset movements as well as individuals- Let us never say, “It can’t happen here” (Bill W., 1945)

From the District 11 Treasurer
This is a gentle reminder to groups to please mail your 7th Tradition contributions
to the work of District 11 to us at the Dubuque Area Intergroup address: District 11
1646 Asbury Rd #7
Dubuque, IA 52001
We are no longer paying for a P.O. Box. Those are currently being forwarded to Intergroup, but that will end in a few months.
Thank you!
In service, Cheryl P, District 11 Treasurer
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Minutes of the Committee Meeting, 4.5.2025

DISTRICT 11 MEETING MINUTES- April 5, 2025
Location: District 11 Business Meeting Mins April 5, 2025,
Westside Clubhouse, 1646 Asbury Road, Dubuque Time: 10:30 am

1. OPENING
DCM Keith K. called the meeting to order, followed by the serenity
prayer. First-name introductions of all in attendance.

2. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS
District Chair Roll Call : All officers and chairs present except for
Alicia M., Sue G. and Shannon P.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Secretary Erin R.,
summarized unfinished and new business from March’s meeting.
Motion to accept mins. Second, mins passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Cheryl P. (absent) Treasurer’s report suggested to
be given next month’s May meeting (by DCM Keith).
All in favor of waiting for the treasurer to return. (approved)

Al-Anon Spring workshop (concepts) Wednesday April 30th. More
information on the flier (board) at Westside or on the AA Dubuque

website. There was a proposed Mens Al-Anon group that would meet

Friday Westside 8 pm May 2nd first meeting.

Jeff M. is now our AA representation in and for Al-Anon and Alateen/

Tot. Thank you Jeff for your service and dedication for this!

3. GENERAL SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
There were 12 GSRs plus alternates in attendance at the meeting who
shared updates, challenges, and successes from their Home Groups.
« GSR Mary C. -Monday (morning) 9 am Family Afterwards Big
Book Group Located at 1220 Rush Street. They read from the
Big Book. Small, intimate group (6-8 people). Children are
welcome. Open meeting.
« GSR Tom - Cascade Area AA Group, Friday (evening) 7 pm
Cornerstone Church. Averaging 12 people. Open meeting
last week of the month. *New meeting Saturday 12pm Cascade
cornerstone room going to start up! Updated meeting app
and list will be provided with specific information once things
get going.
 Tom also reported on behalf of Bernie, the GSR for There is a
Solution Group Tuesday 12pm. This is an open meeting in
Cascade, also well-attended.
o GSR Travis - Tuesday (evening) 6pm Happy Hour Group

(Westside). Usually 15-20 people, this past week they have more

than 30. Read and discuss the 12 and 12 . Great group!

o GSR Randy T- Wednesday (evening) 7 pm JayWalkers. Located
at the bottom of the chapel at Hillcrest, in the basement of the
chapel. Study the Big Book., once a month tradition. 12-14
average attendance.

o GSR Carol K. - Fridays (evening) 7pm Intergroup; Vision for
Hope. They read the Daily Reflections and discuss. 15-20
attendance. Some discussion on the difficulty of parking with
the above establishments.

o Alternate GSR Carol K. Sober Sisters. Tuesday at 12 pm at
Intergroup and Hybrid. 12 in person, 5 on Zoom average.

Taking off. All women. A lot of newcomers. Big book stories
in back.

o Alternative GSR/member Carol/Terry,Keyway Lodge,
Wednesdays at 8:30 pm at Grand View Methodist Church,
announced that their annual birthday party will be held on
Saturday, June 21, at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Meeting
attendance has been good, seeing several newcomers lately.

o Alternate GSR Erin L. - 164 Page Group Saturday (morning)

9 am. Attendance has been increasing lately, standing room only.

+ GSR Mark- Tuesday / Thursday (morning) 9 am Day at a Time
group(s) Westside.

 GSR Eric - Manchester Saturday (evening) 7 pm Manchester
group. 6-12 people on average. Literature is something they
would like to obtain for other meetings in the Delaware
County (area).

» GSR Cord - Monday 9 am Live and Let Live, Westside

» GSR Rod M.- Galena groups, Monday 10 am; 12&12, Tuesday
6 pm; Open discussion, Wednesday noon; Big Book, Thursday
7 pm; Big Book, Friday (evening) 6 pm; All zoom available,
Friday; Grapevine, Zoom only.

+ GSR Bob- Thursday pm 6:30 Rule 62; Candlelight
meeting. Great turnout.

o GSR Chad M-. Monday 6 pm. Open Stone Room
Meeting, New Albany Abbey. Daily Reflection reading
and discussion.

» GSR Jodi- Friday 9 am Living Sober Group, Westside
on average 20 people.

. LIAISON REPORTS

« Intergroup Liaison Report: Brad reported that at the March
15th Intergroup elections, all positions were filled.

The Gathering of the Eagles event, which was held March 22,
did well with 88 people paying for dinner and over $600 in
profit. Monday, May 26th (Memorial Day Picnic) will be

held at Murphy Park. Volunteers needed to help with cooking,
set up and clean up. There will to be a lunch fee, and please
bring a dish to pass. The Intergroup office is looking for people
to help paint the inside in which supplies are and will be
available. Next Intergroup Meeting is April 19th, 10:30am.

o Al-Anon Liaison Report: Geri reported on the new book for
Al-Anon (came out July 2024), 2 copies are available at
Intergroup Office: A Little Time For Ourselves. $17 per copy.

o YPAA Liaison Report (open position) - Cedar Rapids members
dropped off fliers for the upcoming YPAA conference which
will be held in CR this year! Check the board for more
information (or the newsletter).

o Jeff M., Area Archives chair reported on the June 13-15
Conference in Clear Lake Iowa. Dan P. will give his report
from his GSO service conference (when he gets back from
NY) Another conference opportunity will be in Fort Dodge,
IA - more information to come on dates, place and time.

. COMMITTEE REPORTS

o Archives | Rod M. No Report
o Corrections | Alicia M. (absent). Carol reported the following
for Alicia. Volunteers are still needed for the Dubuque jail.
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Minutes of the Committee Meeting, 4.5.2025 (cont.)

Two years of sobriety, and a background check every year

are required. They do have books there (they were moved due
to cleaning). We no longer will deliver books through an
individual counselor but will ship them per AA protocols.

The question was raised as to why two years was required; it
was explained that this is the Sherift’s rule.

There are 3 Women’s groups. 1 Men’s groups. Dave is the one

to talk to about the men’s group. As of right now, AA goes in
every other Wednesday. Mick L. would like to bring this
meeting in every week! He is looking for someone to contact

to get this going.

Grapevine | Travis reported that if anyone has upcoming events
that you need Grapevine literature for, please let him know.

He is also looking at getting Grapevine subscriptions sent out
to facilities within the District 11 area, so he is currently doing
a little more research.

Newsletter | Thom E. reported that the March Messenger is out
on the Intergroup website! April will be coming out soon! The
first installment of A brief history of Dubuque was in March and
the 2nd installment will be in the April issue with the balance in
May. Thom is asking GSRs to please write up a little blurb about
their groups with specific information if able and interested
(readings, discussions, time, place etc ...)

Public Information (PI) | Shannon P (absent)

Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) |

Sue G. (absent)

Treatment & Accessibilities | Carol K. reported that the only
Bridging the Gap meeting is 10 am on the third Wednesday of
the month, at Mercy. Anyone looking for newcomer packets can
find them in the IG office. Carol got a variety of AA literature
books out to Residential Care Facilities through Josh who works
at Hillcrest. Mark reported he has been in touch with the Area
Substance Abuse Council (ASAC) new office (near Eagles
Grocery Store on Elm St). They offer outpatient treatment and
is looking to get AA involved somehow if interested.

Activities | Marc R. announced that he is planning a 2025
District 11 Maquoketa River Run June 28th. Would like

groups to share flier he provided. He met with the Camp
Courageous COO. He is suggesting we go to CC for a meeting
and a campfire/dinner after a canoe trip down the river.

$5 for tent camping if interested. Other $ is up in the air

and will let us know soon. He would like to possibly keep this
as an annual event. T-shirt will be available for purchase to
‘spice things up’ and have some fun!

*Motion was made for the district to move forward with

the canoe trip as a district event. Motion passed unanimously.
This event will be down the Maquoketa River and ending/
leaving for Camp Courageous for meeting and dinner
afterwards. Marc will be bringing specifics to next month’s
meeting. *Ron reported last month that he hopes to plan a
12-Step Round Up event for all recovery groups with speakers
and dinner, and bingo at the Fellowship Club on the last

Friday in March.

Alternate DCM | Erin L. . 6 new GSRs total to send to area 24!!
Welcome to those new GSRs. Thank you for your service.

« DCM Report | Keith K. read the following report:

Marshalltown June 14-16 report after coming back from New
York. I also wanted to share that our central office in New York
has sent me several (who am I kidding, a plethora) of pamphlets,
brochures, and other materials. These are tools to help us all
serve more effectively, and I am eager to pass them along to
those in the right service positions. I have held many service
roles in this fellowship, but I must say... never... never.... have

I felt more alive in the spirit of this program than I do now,
walking alongside all of you. You have made this journey not
just meaningful, but joyous. You have helped me feel truly a
part of, and for that, my heart overflows with gratitude.

It is so easy to see the faults in others, but the real work ...

you know, the work that draws us closer to God... is lifting

up those around us, just as they, in turn, lift us.

With a heart full of gratitude, love, and service,
—Keith

6. AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS
+ Mini Conference Update: Chair Chuck (absent) fall mini-

conference Westminster Presbyterian Church has been chosen
and booked for the 2025 venue. The date is November 8th.
The theme is “A Power Greater than Ourselves.” Save the date
fliers have been finalized and are available for distribution.

All committee chairs have been filled but there is still a need
for volunteers. Chuck emailed his report:

Hiall,

If you have received this email, you are a chairperson on the
2025 District 11 Fall Mini Conference committee. Thank you

all for volunteering or accepting a request to chair. We have a lot
of experience on the committee this year and I am looking forward
to working with all of you. I'm certain it will be fun in the
making. Feel free to forward this email to any other volunteers
who may be interested in participating and have a desire to be
in the loop. The kickoff meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April
8th 6:00pm at the DFC (1166 Main St, Dubuque). The main
purpose of this meeting is to set the agenda for the day of the
conference, as well as to understand each other’s roles and
responsibilities. If all goes well, I do not anticipate needing
another meeting until late summer/early fall. Thanks again

and I hope to see you there.

Yours in service, ODAAT,
—Chuck E.

Here is a list of the chairpersons so we all know who is who:
Master of Ceremonies - Keith (also our DCM)
Welcoming/Greeters - Gail G.

Registration - Sue G.

Panels - Patti P./Dawn M.

Lunch - Dawn - Lunch Speaker - Dawn

Banquet Dinner - Ben A. - Banquet Speaker - Shannon P.
Coffee - Brad H.

Beverages - Mark M.
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Raffle - Carol K.

Archives - Jeff M.
Literature - Matt
Decorations - Mary Jo K.
Facility/Sound - Chuck E.

Set up/Break down - Terry B.
Flier/Program - Thom E.
Secretary - Erin R.

Treasurer - Cheryl P.

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

District 11 Budget: will follow up next month when Cheryl P. returns.
Email Transition Process: Sue to report next month. Dropbox SOP:
Shannon will talk about the SOP usage guidelines next month.

8. NEW BUSINESS

Please Email both Erin R. (secretary) and Thom E. (messenger
newsletter) with new emails for distribution. Eric questioned if
anyone has integrated the Simple Language Big Book, any feedback?
Not yet, but this is something we will be looking and talking about
with our groups.

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS
» Upcoming events, workshops, or service opportunities
« Fliers or handouts for Mini Conference and Area events

10. CLOSING
The motion was made to close the meeting. Motion was seconded and
carried. The meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Erin R,, secretary, District 11

April AA History *

April 1935 Dr. Silkworth told Bill to quit preaching at drunks & tell them of

obsession & allergy.

April 1950 Saturday Evening Post, “The Drunkard’s Best Friend” an article
by Jack Alexander.

April 1958 The word “honest” dropped from AA Preamble, “an honest desire
to stop drinking”.

April 1966 Change in ratio of trustees of the General Service Board;
now two thirds (majority) are alcoholic.

April 1970 (SO moved to 468 Park Ave. South, NYC.

April 1,1939 Publication date of Alcoholics Anonymous, AAs Big Book.

April 1,1940 Larry J. of Houston, wrote “The Texas Prayer”, used to open
AA meetings in Texas.

April 1, 1966 Sister Ignatia died.

April 2, 1966 Harry Tiebout, M.D. died.

April 3, 1941 First AA meeting held in Florida.

April 3, 1960 Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J., died. He was Bill W.s
“spiritual sponsor.”

April 7, 1941 Ruth Hock reported there were 1,500 letters asking for help as a

result of the Saturday Evening Post Article by Jack Alexander.
The first ten copies of the Big Book arrived at the
office Bill and Hank shared.

April 10, 1939

*reposted by permission of South Jersey Intergroup
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*4/1/2025 Treasurers Report

STARTING BALANCE $2,718.80

CONTRIBUTIONS: (Monthly)

1-Mar March District Meeting $ 40.00

11-Mar Fri Night Beginners $ 81.87

11-Mar In-kind donation $415.28

31-Mar Mon Night AA $ 25.00

28-Feb Interest $ 0.10

Total Contributions $562.25 $3,281.05

EXPENSES

5-Mar Keith K. Chk # 3146 $415.00

Purpose: Area 24 Jan. Conference

Total Expenses $415.00

ENDING BALANCE 3/31/2025 $2,866.05

$1000 - Prudent Reserves $1,002.00

* District GSR Business Meetings minutes and Chair reports are usually
edited for brevity and clarity. See closing page, (From the Editors) for more
information on newsletter notices and conditions, and how you can help.

April 11,1938 The Alcoholic Foundation formed as a trusteeship for A.A.
(sometimes reported as May 1938)

Bill and Lois finally found a home, Stepping Stones,

in New Bedford, NY.

A sober Rollie H. catches the only opening day no-hitter
in baseball history since 1909.

Dr. Jack Norris presented President Nixon with the one millionth
copy of the Big Book.

The first AA group in Little Rock, Arkansas, was formed.
First ‘mail order’ group.

The first AA group in the State of Washington was
formed in Seattle.

Bill and Hank transfer their Works Publishing stock

to the Alcoholic Foundation.

Dr. Bob wrote the Trustees to refuse Big Book royalties,
but Bill W insisted that Dr. Bob and Anne receive them.
The first AA pamphlet, “AA”, was published.

Dr. Leonard Strong died.

Morgan R interviewed on Gabriel Heatter radio show.
AAs first General Service Conference was held.

Bank forecloses on 182 Clinton Street.

(sometimes reported as May 1)

Film “My Name is Bill W." a Hallmark presentation

was broadcast on ABCTV.

April 11,1941
April 16, 1940
April 16,1973
April 19, 1940
April 19, 1941
April 22, 1940
April 23, 1940
April 24, 1940
April 24,1989
April 25,1939
April 25,1951
April 26, 1939

April 30, 1989
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Featured AA Group History

NW lllinois & Regional A.A. History

As we posted last month, in1943 the Sterling Group (approx. 70
miles from Galena) was the first A.A. group outside Chicago in
Northern Illinois. Shortly after that, in 1945, across the Mississippi,
in Dubuque Judge Louie E was bestowed sobriety and Dubuque got
A.A. A notable anecdote about it was that local leaders, ministers
and other church clergy sought to remove Louie from the bench
due to his notorious reputation as a drunk. He was even known

to go easy on the drunks who had appeared before his bench, as
evidenced by the story that on one Christmas Eve, when Judge
Louie released a group of prisoners, he admonished them by
saying, “Whatever you did, don’t do it again!” The very heart of
compassion in action, but we can’t be sure he was sober yet, either.

From 1951 to 1970 no known A A meetings were in Galena, or
in the surrounding towns, at least according to General Service
Office directories.

Early Galena area A.A. History

It wasn’t until 1973 that The Jo Daviess Group
(Galena) is listed as a Tuesday meeting with

8 members. In 1980 a Galena A.A. Group is
listed which met Tuesdays at 8 pm at 101 S.
Main Street. From 1982-1986 A.A., Al-Anon,
and Alateen, all met Tuesdays at 8 pm at

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church.

101 S. Main St.

In 1988 the Attitude Adjustment Group
began meeting Saturday mornings, 9:30,

at First Presbyterian Church, 106 N. Bench
Street. The group thrives to this day with
regular attendees, often in a dozen, or
more,along with regular visits from Galena
tourist AAs. A year later the Tuesday, 8 pm,
open meeting moved form St. Matthew’s to
Grace Episcopal Parish House, 309 Hill Street.

St. Matthew Lutheran Church

And in 1994 a Monday, 10 am, 12 & 12 group
was formed, and a Wednesday Big Book Brown
Bagger Group as well, at noon, also meeting

at the Grace parish house on Hill St. Around
that time, also, a Friday evening Jail Birds A.A.
meeting was begun at the Galena Jail, led by
Dan H., a retired Chicago police officer,

who served during the 1968 Democratic
Convention riot.

Ist Presbyterian Church

AA was exploding

In 2008, on February 28th, the We Are Not
a Glum Lot group was formed by a fellow
whose sponsor told him to start a meeting

in Galena, and a Galena woman, Dorte B. Galena Medical Center

Dorte was active in the Dubuque
District, as well. He and Dorte were at
the first meeting. Only Dorte showed
up for the second meeting. The guy
who was instructed to start it took his
sponsor a bit too literally. He started it,
but was never seen again. The meeting
was and still is a Big Book study, reading
from cover to cover, with all forwards,
appendices and footnotes. Also, How it Works is read in full and
the short form of the 12 Traditions is read at every meeting. The
meeting was Thursdays, 7 pm, at the Midwest Medical Center in
Galena (until Covid came to town).

Galena Medical Center

Sometime around 2012 a new A.A. group formed in Hanover, IL,
with members of the Galena groups, 6 pm, Fridays, using the
Grapevine for discussion.

Galena AA at present

Of course, in 2020, Covid 19 altered
the AA landscape immeasurably in
Galena, as it did everywhere else.
Notably, during that time the Grace
Episcopal Parish House was put up
for sale and the newly built version,
atttached to the church on S. Propect,
was completed. The Monday 10 am,
Tuesday 7 pm, Wednesday noon, and Thursday 7 pm meetings all
moved there, in late 2021. They became known collectively and
informally as The Galena Groups.

Grace Episcopal Parish House and Church

After initial discussions for a variety of reasons, mostly having to do
with the need for service opportunities, and with the agreement

of the Area 20 Committee in Illinois, at a District 11 business meeting,
on May 7, 2022, the Jo Daviess County AA groups were officially
welcomed into Area 24, District 11. The transfer from Area 20,
District 72 in Illinois took place following a group conscience taken
at the Saturday morning Attitude Adjustment Group and at the
collective Galena Groups meetings. The Galena Groups and Attitude
Adjustment members have gratefully attempted to be of service in
any and all capacities that they feel are within their various skills

and aptitudes.

Current Galena meeting locations

o First Presbyterian Church: Saturday morning
Attitude Adjustment Group

o Grace Episcopal Parish House: multiple meetings

o Zoom: All Galena meetings are hybrids and the
Grapevine meeting, 6 pm Friday, is Zoom only
(address: 586 106 0770 / password: kiss).
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AA Brief History of AA in Dubuque

In commemmoration of 80 years of A.A. in Dubuque, lowa

The following is taken from the 2010 edition written for District 11,
Area24, copyright 2009, with the author’s disclaimer: “The facts
presented in the publication herein are subject to possible
unintentional misrepresentation.

PART ONE: Dubuque A.A. (cont.)
The Founders Group

Throughout the 1960, Louie’s group became known as the
Founder’s Group. From about 1961 until 1969 this group met at

the lower-level of 1166 Main St. Around 1969 they moved to 120
Bryant St. off of Dodge St. This meeting always was and still is
exclusively a speaker meeting that met on Thursday nights at 8 pm.
Throughout the 1970’s and 1980’s Louie generally chaired the
meeting. If a person’s anniversary was that week, that person would
speak with his sponsor, introducing his sponsee as the speaker. The
former Dubuque Packing Co. allowed 2nd shift employees to attend
the Founder’s Group on Thursday nights. However, the Founder’s
Group generally consisted of professional folk for the most part.
After the meeting, some members would gather at the former Ring’s
restaurant on Dodge St. for coffee and more fellowship. The only
ever listing of the Founder’s group in the City Directory appeared in
1980. Louie spoke at the District mini-conference held at Wahlert
High School on November 19, 1988. Louie died in March of 1989.
However, after his death the group was still meeting at 120 Bryant
in May of 1990. The Founder’s Group returned to the lower level of
1166 Main St. circa 1990 or 1991. By now this was the location of
the Dubuque Fellowship Club which was formed in 1984. The group
brought with them from Bryant St. the wood sign with the carved
message, “But for the grace of God..” This sign is displayed at the
podium to this day {2009). In a January 1992 schedule of Dubuque
meetings, the Founder’s group is indeed listed at 1166 Main St.

A 49th anniversary meeting and celebration of the Founder’s Group
was held at the Fellowship Club on January 2ih, 1994 (Louie’s 49th
A.A. anniversary).

The Julien Group

After the circa 1960 split between Louie’s group and Al’s group,

Al’s group returned to 498 Main St. (in 2009 this is the site of the
downtown Holiday Inn across from the Five Flags civic center). The
building at 498 Main St. was the location of the city newspaper in
the 1920%. Later this building became the Hoermann Press building.
In an April 2008 interview with long time Dubuque A.A. member,
Bud G., Bud mentioned that Al's group in 1962 met on the 3rd floor
of 498 Main St. The group met on Thursday nights at 8 pm. All
meetings were speaker meetings as discussion meetings did not exist
at the time. The speaker would remain at his chair to speak rather
than take the podium. Bud noted that the meetings opened with the
Serenity Prayer and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Bud also said that

typically 50-60 people attended on any given Thursday. According to
Bud, Louie did not attend this group. Around 1965 the A.A. group
at 498 Main St. was forced to relocate from downtown because of
the planned urban renewal that was to occur. The building was
torn down circa 1967. The first recorded name of the Julien Group
appears in a September 1, 1965 lease. Two A.A. members signed the
lease (the original lease is in possession of the District 11 archives)
representing the Julien Group of Alcoholics Anonymous. The lease
was between A.A. and Milton Boyes. The property was listed as

the corner of 21st and Elm Streets formerly occupied by St. Peter’s
Church. The lease referred to this location as the “Happy Hour
Hall” Rent was listed as $125/month. Indeed circa 1999 the author
entered the former church basement to attend a meeting of another
12 Step program. The room had a stage on one end with a kitchen
on the opposite end. Oldtimers in the early 2000’s recollect that
upon entering the church basement after descending a few steps,
there was on the wall an inscription in bright red letters that read,
“Through these doors a new life can be found” Around 2000, the
former church burned. Today in 2009 it is the site of a solid brick
residential structure that is a woman’s shelter near what Dubuquer’s
refer to as “Five Points”

courtesy of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
location of the Julien Group in
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church basement

(1965-1988)

21st and Elm Streets razed circa 2000
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AA Brief History of AA in Dubuque (cont.)

In commemmoration of 80 years of A.A.in Dubuque, lowa

The first appearance in the City Directory of the Julien Group occurs
in 1971. The address was listed at 420 Lincoln Ave. {21st street).
According to the earliest Dubuque A.A. schedule of meetings
known (1982) the groups that met at 21st and Elm streets included:

Monday 8 pm Julien discussion group A.A. closed
Tuesday 8 pm Al-Anon Julien group

Thursday 8 pm A.A. closed (speaker)

Saturday 7 pm Julien potluck Ist Saturday of the

month (open}

Around 1980 trouble between the older members and the younger
members developed. The old-timers apparently spent much time
playing cards in the former church basement. The younger members
complained that this conflicted with the meetings. The younger
members were told to conduct their meetings in the kitchen. Well,
the A.A. adage goes that new groups are formed with a resentment
and a coffee pot. Thus the Westside Clubroom, at 1646 Asbury Rd.,
was formed in 1981.

In 1986 the Julien Group moved to 1113 Main St. In a 1992 schedule
of Dubuque A.A. meetings this location listed meetings as follows:

Monday 6 pm Happy Hour Group,
closed, non-smoking, discussion
8 pm Julien discussion, closed
Wednesday 8 pm Keyway Lodge, open
Thursday 8 pm Julien Group, closed
Saturday 7 pm Julien potluck, open 1st Saturday

This clubroom had a loft and the author visited the Keyway Lodge
Group in December 1991 or 1992 and remembers the candlelight
discussion format. The Keyway Lodge Group had their first meeting
at 1113 Main St. on June 19, 1991. That group remained there until
October 1993 before moving to the Westside clubroom.

Around October 1993 the Julien Group moved again---this time

to 1540 Central Ave. By this time the Julien Group was beginning

to decline substantially. A former member in 2009 stated that one
reason was that the Julien Group did not adapt. Instead of becoming
a discussion format with A.A. literature, the Julien Group remained
a speaker meeting. Finding speakers was becoming increasingly
difficult. Another reason cited was that the location was near an area
experiencing a steadily growing crime rate.

Around 1997 the location on Central Ave. closed. The last few
remaining members merely resorted to playing cards rather
than conduct meetings. They last met at a church on Jackson
St. (Dubuque’s north end). The once vibrant and “blue collar”
(editor notes that this is a contested description) Julien Group,

whose members included John Deere and Dubuque Packing Co.
employees, went to other locations throughout the city or simply
just faded away and arrived at the “Big Meeting” in the sky!

Dubuque A.A. in the mid 1970’

According to the 1975-76 state directory (Area 24) District 5,
included Dubuque. Later District 5 was divided to form a smaller
(area wise) district called District 11 which included Dubuque.

The groups listed included: Tuesday downtown discussion group

at St. John’s Episcopal Church on 14th and Main Streets, Thursday
Founder’s Group at 120 Bryant St., Tuesday and Thursday Julien
Group at 21st and Elm streets, Sunday Missing Link at Mercy
Hospital and Monday women’s discussion group at Mercy Hospital.

The Westside Clubroom

Around 1980, disgruntled younger members at the Julien Group
decided to find a new A.A. location because the older members

at the Julien Group were more interested in playing cards rather

than having meetings. Thus Westside at 1646 Asbury Rd., suite # 7,
was formed in the spring of 1981. The new clubroom was and still

is located directly beneath the Donut Boy coffee shop and in the same
building as the Dog House tavern. The room was formerly a beauty
salon in the 1970s before becoming Westside. Initially Westside was
referred to as Julien Westside but the name Julien was eventually
dropped. At first there were only three meetings at Westside:

Monday 8 pm (A.A.)
Thursday 8 pm (A.A.)
Wednesday 8 pm (Al-Anon).

The Monday night meeting was and still is a discussion meeting
based on the 24 hour book (a Hazelden publication). The Sunday

7 pm 12 Step meeting at Westside began in the spring of 1982. In
late 1982, the first morning meeting was started. This Wednesday

9 am meeting was formed by a small group of laid off John Deere
employees. By 1992, there was the Monday Big Book and Friday 12
Step 9 am meetings. These three morning meetings later combined
to be called the Live and Let Live Group. Shortly thereafter the
Tuesday and Thursday morning meetings were started. Around
1997 the Tuesday and Thursday meetings combined to form the
Day at a Time Group. In the late 1980, the Tuesday 6 pm meeting
was being held. Eventually, the Saturday morning 9 am meeting was
started. The Sunday morning 9 am meeting called, the Living Room
Group was in existence in the mid 1990’s however this group met
only on the Sundays when there were no speaker breakfasts held

by the Fellowship Club and Intergroup. Around 1997, this group
decided to meet every Sunday morning. In the late 1990’s there were
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday meetings being held at 8 pm. These
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meetings died out in the early 2000%s. A once well attended group,
the Thursday night 8 pm speaker meeting, folded around 1998

or 1999. The Monday 6 pm meeting, frequented by the Hillcrest
treatment center adolescents, started out in October 1991 as the
Young Winners Group. On August 13, 2001 this group was renamed
the Messenger Group based on a suggestion from a Hillcrest
adolescent attending at the time.

In 1998, the members at Westside voted down an attempt to
create by-laws for the clubroom.

Christmas Alcathons were held at Westside During the 1990’
and 2000’s. Alcothons are an A.A. tradition whereby the
clubroom is open continuously through Christmas Eve and
Christmas day for meetings, food and fellowship. This helps
alcoholics to stay sober through an otherwise stressful time.

As stated earlier, on June 19, 1991, the Keyway Lodge Group
conducted its first meeting at 1113 Main St. (Julien Group).
Before this it was a halfway house located at Sunnycrest Manor
on 2375 Roosevelt St.

the author (District 11)

Westside Clubroom side entrance
1646 Asbury Rd.

1981-present

Alcoholics Anonymous

is a fellowship of people who share their experience,
strength, and hope with each other that they may solve
their common problem and help others to recover from
alcoholism. The only requirement for membership is a
desire to stop drinking.

In October 1993, the Keyway Lodge Group moved from the
Julien Group at 1113 Main St. to Westside. This forced the
Wednesday night Al-Anon group to meet at 7 pm in order to
accommodate the Keyway Lodge Group so they could meet at
8:30 pm. In time the Keyway Lodge meeting became very large
and outgrew the Westside clubroom.

the author (District 11)

Westside Clubroom interior
1646 Asbury Rd. Ste. #7

1981-present

That group made preparations in late 2003 to find a location to
better accommodate the large membership. On January 7, 2004
the Keyway Lodge Group had since left Westside and conducted
their first meeting at Grand View Methodist Church off of

JEK Rd. near the soccer complex. Since June, 1992 and every
June henceforth the Keyway Lodge Group has hosted an A.A.
anniversary party featuring a speaker, dinner and dance. This
annual event also is recognition of A.A’s founding in June 1935.

Next month: The Dubuque Fellowship Club

There are no dues or fees for A.A. membership; we are
self-supporting through our own contributions. A.A. is not
allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization,
or institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy;
neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary
purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to
achieve sobriety.

Copyright © The A.A. Grapevine, Inc.
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The event was hosted by the Dubuque Area Intergroup

Dinner Service set-up Set-up of raffle tables and hall
Dinner tables all set Archival events and Lois Wilson Many Raffle items, WOW!
Center piece and stickers Raftle Tickets to sell More Raftle Items!

Nearly 100 AA and Al-Anon Fellowship members 12 step program. The healing and happiness that was
gathered on Saturday, March 22, for a lively evening of ~ restored, and the service work they do, which sustains
friendship, and a tasty chicken and ham dinner at the their thriving recoveries, were lovingly shared.
spacious Westminster Presbyterian Church’s Fellowship
Hall in Dubuque. Following the speakers, a fun-filled raffle commenced,

with many lucky winners of a veritable plethora of
The occasion was the Dubuque Area Intergroups annual entertaining and exciting prizes.
Gathering of the Eagles get-together. It’s a chance for
members of AA and Al-Anon to listen to members with A wonderful time was had by all.
over 30 years of recovery to speak and share their

wisdom, experience, strength and hope in in their We are also grateful to Mary Jo K., our Intergroup’s
recovery stories. This year, the speaker podium was 2025-2026 Chairperson, who coordinated the event
graced by the couple, Brenda C. from Al-Anon and along with her able crew of Intergroup AA Volunteers.

Terry C. from AA, both from Dubuque. Each shared
their personal journey leading into their respective - reporting on the event, Patti P.
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Coming Events and Activities of Interest in the Tri-State Area

Dubuque Westside, May 3 Rockford, IL-June 6-8

Canoe Trip on
Maquoketa River.
June 28-29. Plans are
nearing completion.
Monticello River Rentals
(8-hour canoe trip).
Ends at Camp Courageous,
and there will be a cookout
and speaker meeting
that evening.
Interested? contact
MarcR. (563) 543-3218

area24district11activities@gmail.com

Clear Lake, June 13-15 Dubuque, June 21 Maquoketa River, June 28-29

Downloadable copies of most of these events are at Dubuqueaa.org
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Coming Events and Activities of Interest in the Tri-State Area

District 11/Area 24
o U\ N5 Fall Mini Conference

B

Saturday, November 8th

“Power Greater than Ouselves”

at Westminster Presbyterian Church
2155 University Ave., Dubuque

Service Positions
are still Available

For ways you can help

contact
Chuck E., Conf. Chair (815) 281-9050
or Keith K., DCM (815) 281-1591

Fort Dodge, October 17-19 Dubuque, November 8

Anywhere, Any Time www.aa.org/gso-podcast

Downloadable copies of most of these events are at Dubuqueaa.org
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Thoughts of Interest in District 11/Area 24

From the Newsletter Chair:

We wish to acknowledge the contributions of
the Dubuque Area Intergroup and its website,
DubuqueAA.org, which hosts the District 11
Messenger newsletter, events and AA Meeting
Schedules. Thank you Dubuque Area Intergroup,
for all you do!

Summaries of the District GSR Business Meetings and
Chair reports usually are lightly edited for clarity and
brevity. Original, full Chair reports are recorded and
emailed within the business meeting minutes. If you
would like to be added to the email list to receive the
District 11 monthly GSR Business Meeting minutes

in full, please email requests to:
area24district11altdcm@gmail.com

We invite the District 11 fellowship to submit articles,
art or photos related to their recoverythat emphasize
their experience, strength and hope for the still suffering
alcoholic. We especially invite GSR’s to submit articles
describing their Home Groups and their activities.
Articles should ideally be about 300 words or so.

Content submissions may require light editing,

but every effort is made to maintain the spirit of the
message, as expressed. Of course, anonymity is the
spiritual foundation of all of our decisions including
use of initials for last names.

This newsletter, The Messenger, is a publication of Area
24 /District 11 of Alcoholics Anonymous. The editors
and contributors do not speak for AA, in whole or in
part, and the information presented is for the sole use of
the members of AA and the opinions expressed are those
of the editors or authors only. All content quoted from AA
Literature is offered in the spirit of recoveryand every
attempt is made to attribute the text accurately.

From the District 11 Treasurer

District 11 serves the AA members
and supports institutions of
the following communities:

— lowa -

Bellevue ¢ Cascade * Delhi * Dubuque
Dyersville « Epworth ¢ Hopkinton
Manchester ¢ Maquoketa ¢ Peosta

— lllinois —
Elizabeth « Galena
Our 7th Tradition:

“Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting,
declining outside contributions”

Reprinted from page 160, “Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions”,
with permission from A.A. World Services, Inc.

Self-Support:
Where Money and
Spirituality Mix

Where Your
Contributions
Are Applied

This is a gentle reminder to groups to please mail your 7th tradition contributions

to the work of District 11 to us at the Dubuque Area Intergroup address:

District 11
1646 Asbury Rd #7
Dubuque, IA 52001

We are no longer paying for a P.O. Box. Those are currently being forwarded to Intergroup, but that will end in a few months.

Thank you!
In service, Cheryl P, District 11 Treasurer

General Service Office Area 24
Post Office Box 2407
James A. Farley Station

New York, NY 10116-2407

PO Box 1291
Des Moines, lowa 50305

District 11 Treasurer
1646 Asbury Road #7
Dubuque, 1A 52001

1646 Asbury Road #7
Dubuque, IA 52001

Dubuque Area Intergroup
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